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CRICKET INSPIRES: Perry Budden is
prepared to take on the challenge.
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Young stars
prepare for
the future

By JONTY DURRHEIM and
NATHANAEL CAVALIERE

FOUR Newcastle boys, Perry Bud-
den, Geordie Oliver, Max Magann
and Dylan Hunter, have been selec-
ted for the Emerging Blues Cricket
Academy.

These under-13 cricketers were
selected for the Emerging Blues as a
result of their statistics during the
representative competition, their
potential for the sport and the
passion they show for the game.

“This could be the start of their
potential cricketing career,” said
Trent Woodhill, the co-ordinator of
the under-13 Emerging Blues.

The success of the Emerging
Blues Program has ben demon-
strated through the performances of
Phil Jacques, Michael Slater, Stuart
Clark, Michael Clarke and Brett Lee,
all of whom came through the
Emerging Blues Cricket Academy.

Perry Budden, one of the four
under-13 cricketers selected, has
been playing for four club seasons
and two representative seasons. He
has been interested in the game
since he was four years old.

Adam Gilchrist, who is an Aust-
ralian wicket keeper batsman, has
inspired Perry and he hopes to
follow in Gilchrist's footsteps.

“If I don't make it [to the top levels
of cricket] I'll keep on trying until |
get there,” Perry said.

Handing on keys to future

By MISHAEL BOURKE

AFTER working at Belmont Chri-
stian College for 12 years, Paul
Wooldridge is retiring.

Mr Wooldridge joined the col-
lege in 1994 and over the years has
managed its finances and facilities.

When students saw Mr Woold-
ridge he was usually walking
around, talking to the groundsman
Mr Potter. He was often carrying an
impressive key ring with what
seemed to be hundreds of keys.

Upon his retirement, Mr Woold-
ridge leaves behind a significant
contribution.

“[My contributions might have
included] helping to establish a
school site with excellent facilities
where students can feel safe and
secure, and able to reach their full
potential for the enrichment of our
society,” Mr Wooldridge said.

The college site was originally
the John Darling Colliery, which
opened in 1925. The colliery was
responsible for real growth and
development in Belmont.

For many years the mine was a
major industrial player in the area,
providing employment at one point
for 748 workers.

Mr Wooldridge said he had had
the opportunity to speak with some
former employees of the John
Darling Colliery.

“They are happy, peaceful peo-
ple who are proud of the achieve-
ment of the John Darling Mine,” Mr

PLANS IN PLACE: Paul Wooldridge and James McHale look over future plans for Belmont Christian College.

Wooldridge said.

Some have even come back to
visit the school site because it was
like a home to them.

“They feel a great sense of
nostalgia as they walk around the
restored buildings and look at the

grounds,” he said.

Mr Wooldridge said that the site
would continue to be important to
the community.

“The site used to be known for
producing coal — a very important
resource,” Mr Wooldridge said. “It
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brought light, warmth and strength
to the community. Students from
the college — a wonderful resource
- now have the potential to become
well-educated and bring spiritual
light and warmth to the com-
munity.”

UNDERWATER FUN: Marine studies students

explore the beautiful waterways.

Students head under the sea for classes

By JOSHUA BRUCE and
JORDAN VAN AALST

STUDENTS from Belmont Chri-
stian College have the chance to
venture out into the water to
discover the marine life that
surrounds them.

Guy Wood, a biology teacher,
introduced marine studies to the
college two years ago.

It has proven to be a popular
elective.

“If students love the subject
then they'll learn it,” Mr Wood
said.

As part of their studies students
go snorkelling on rock reefs, sand
bars and under Swansea Bridge.
In the winter they go dolphin and
whale watching and do theoreti-
cal work in the laboratories.

In addition to snorkelling and
scuba diving, students learn how
to use the water responsibly and
safely.

As part of their marine studies,
students will be travelling to Fiji
at the end of June. The students
are very excited at the thought of
going overseas to explore tropical
coral reefs.

Access to an underwater digital
camera helps students explore
the beauty of the underwater
environment.

These marine studies students
are keen to prevent the oceans
from being polluted or destroyed.
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Use your SAve account for the more
expensive things like an MP3 player,
plasma or your first car. It’s a passbook
savings acccount that will earn a high
rate of interest”, paid monthly. This
means you'll earn interest on your interest
and your savings will grow faster.

Save and SpPenD
The perfect balance.

Drop into a branch today to open
your Save and Spend Accounts or
call 13 19 87 for more information.

*When you make at least one deposit and no withdrawals during that month. Newcastle Permanent Building Society
Limited (ABN 96 087 651 992) issues the Save and Spend Accounts. Full Terms and Conditions are available at our branches, at
www.newcastlepermanent.com.au or by phoning 13 19 87.

Use your SPeND account for everyday
living. With your cashcard you can buy
things like mobile phone credit, lunch,
CDs, DVDs and other stuff. Plus you
can access your SPEND money at ATM’s,
through EFTPOS and at any Newcastle
Permanent branch.
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